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LOCATION, ETC. 


New Bedford is situated on Buzzards Bay in 
southeastern Massachusetts (not on Cape Cod) 
56 miles south of Boston, and accommodated by 
15 trains daily. During the summer months 
there is daily passenger service by boat to New 
York. ‘The harbor is commodious and accom- 
modates vessels drawing 20 feet of water. Cool 
in summer, and with very little snow and 
moderate temperature in winter, the climatic 
conditions of the city are exceptional. 

Population according to the latest census 
80,000. 


HISTORY. 


First discovered by Bartholomew Gosnold in 
1602, it was settled about twenty years after the 
founding of Plymouth. ‘The land on which it 
stands was purchased from the Indians in 1652, 
the territory covering about 80 square miles 
being bought for ‘30 yards of cloth, 8 moose 
skins, 15 axes, 15 hoes, 15 pairs breeches, 8 
blankets, 2 kettles, 1 cloak, $2 in wampan, 8 
pairs stockings, 8 pairs shoes, 1 iron pot, 10 
shillings in another commoditie.” ‘The first 
settlers were mainly of the religious societies of 
Friends and Baptists. ‘The settlement was 
entirely destroyed in King Philips War, 1676. 
Originally a part of the town of Dartmouth, it 
became the independent towu of New Bedford 
in 1787. During the Revolutionary War in 1778 
the town was raided by the British, and proper- 
ty to the value of $400,000 destroyed. Probably 
the first engagement on the water in that war 
occurred in the neighboring bay, in which a 
company of Bedford sailors recaptured a sloop 
and took several prisoners. ‘This occurred in 
1775 before the battle of Bunker Hill. In 1790 
the population was 3313. ‘The first ship built 
in New Bedford (1767) was the ‘‘ Dartmouth,” 
which figured as one of the famous tea ships in 
Boston harbor. ‘lhe first whaler built in New 
Bedford was built in 1785 and was probably the 
first whaler to cruise in the Pacific Ocean. The 
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ship ‘‘ Bedford” was the first vessel to fly the 
American flag in an English port. The builder 
of the frigate ‘t Constitution ” was a resident of 
New Bedford. In 1847 a city charter was 
granted. During the Civil War New Bedford 
furnished 3200 men, 1100 more than her quota. 


ACTIVITIES. 


The whaling industry of New Bedford com- 
menced in 1751 and reached its height in 1857, 
when 329 ships belonging to New Bedford were 
engaged in that pursuit. During the height of 
the whaling industry and ever since New 
Bedford has been the largest whaling 
port in the world. In 62 years $155,000,000 
worth of oil and bone have been brought to 
this port. With the decline of the whale 
fishery, manufacturing succeeded, beginning 
with the Wamsutta Mills in 1849. At present 
New Bedford produces more fine cotton 
goods than any city in the country and 
ranks second in the number of spindles. ‘here 
are 18 cotton corporations. 42 mills and 18,2380 
employees, running 1,785,000 spindles and 
34,000 looms. ‘These mills are capitalized at 
over $16,000,000. Other important industries 
are the Pairpoint Corporation, manufacturing 
Silver plated ware, glass ware, and cut glass; 
Morse ‘Twist Drill Corporation ; and manufacto- 
ries of cordage, biscuits, chairs, silk, paper, ete. 
10,000,000 lbs. of edible fish were brought to 
this port by small boats in 1905. New Bedford 
is also an important coal distributing port, 
handling over 700,000 tons annually. 


POINTS OF INTEREST. 


Among the interesting features which attract 
the attention of strangers are the wharves, 
where even at this day an occasional whaler is 
fitting out, the textile mills, the Old Dartmouth 
Historical Society, which has a notable collec- 
tion of curios pertaining to Colonial history and 
a museum of relics of the whaling industry, 
and a few types of the stately houses of the 
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period between 1800-1850. The Seamen’s 
Bethel is an extremely interesting reminder of 
the ships and sailors that have sailed from this 
port. ‘The City Hall, an imposing stone struc- 
ture was built in 1839. ‘There is a shore drive of 
5 miles around a point stretching into the bay, 
which gives an attractive glimpse of the harbor 
and bay. ‘The city is well provided with parks. 
Pleasant drives and trolley lines extend in all 
directions through suburban villages. Three 
miles out, on the road to Fall River, is the New 
Bedford Country Club delightfully situated. 


DOWN THE BAY. 


In taking the steamer to cross the bay the 
town of Fairhaven across the river demands 
attention. Fairhaven was formerly a part of 
New Bedford, having separated in 1812 owing 
to differences in the politics of the period. ‘The 
public buildings of the town and its beautifully 
shaded streets are very noticeable. Among the 
more important public buildings are the town 
hall. high school, memorial church, and the 
Millicent library, all gifts to the town. At the 
southern extremity of Fairhaven is an old 
Revolutionary fort which also did service in the 
War of 1812, and was garrisoned in 1861. 
Nearly opposite the fort is Palmers Island, 
which was the site of a garrison at the time of 
King Philips War. Across the bav are the 
Elizabeth Islands named by Gosnold for Queen 
Elizabeth. ‘The island at the extreme west of 
this group is the island of Cuttyhunk, on which 
Gosnold made the first attempt to found an 
English settlement in America in 1602. Ona 
small island in a lagoon and within the island 
of Cuttyhunk is a monument commemorating 
this event. ‘This monument is the property of 
the Old Dartmouth Historical Society and was 
dedicated in 1903, the foundation having been 
laid in 1902, the three hundredth anniversary of 
Gosnold’s visit to these shores, 
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